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FOR FURTHER ACTION I**,. Not,flcation of Transmittal of International 

Preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


Internationa! application No. 

PCT/EP02/01751 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

20 February 2002 (20.02.02) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

06 March 2001 (06.03.01) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC ~ 

H05B3/74 


Applicant ~" " : ; : — — — . — . _ 

SCHOTT GLAS 



21XSK£»J^JM^T^ by ,his lm= ™ a,iona ' '"'""^ Ex>mini " 8 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ ™ s ^Pon js also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 

&TS?6 a 2d'?« ll7mVtir n and/ ° r ShCe,S C ° ntaining -de before ^hisAuthority 

(see Kule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 
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Basis of the report 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

"-city, inventive step or industrial app.icabi.ity; 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of submission of the demand 

16 August 2002 (16.08.02) 


Date of completion of this report 

24 December 2002 (24.12.2002) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/EP 1 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



International application No. 

INTERNATI ONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT PCT/EP02/01 75 1 

I. Basis of the report 



I I tne international application as originally filed. 



the description, pages 
pages 
pages 
pages . 



1-12 



the claims, 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-9 



the drawings, 



sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 



1/1 



I 2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 
□ the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, 



Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
_, filed with the letter of 
filed with the letter of 



. , as originally filed, 
, as amended under Article .19, 
, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



3. □ ™ S o r u^nH^ b ? n f tab,ishe d as Jf (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). considered 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
1 citations and explana tions supporting such statement 

1 . Statement ...... _ 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



1-9 



1-9 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

See supplemental sheet 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International application No. 
PCT/EP 02/01751 


V. 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


!. 


Statement 






Novelty (N) Claims 1 






Claims 






Inventive step (lb) Claims 


- 9 YES 




Claims 


NO 




Industrial applicability (IA) Claims ^ 


" 9 YES 




Claims 


NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 






1. This report makes reference to the following document: 




Dl: DE-A-31 05 065 (LICENTIA GMBH) 


19 August 1982 




(1982-08-19) mentioned in the application. 




2. The application relates to a ceramic hob comprising a 




glass-ceramic hotplate. 






3. Dl is regarded as the closest prior art. Document Dl 




discloses (see the abstract and Figure 1) 


a ceramic hob 




comprising: 






• a hotplate (1) made of glass-ceramic (2) , 




• an electrical heating element 


layer ( 6 ) , 




• an insulating layer (5) (between the hotplate 




and the heating element layer) 






and 






• an electrically conductive intermediate layer 




(4) (between the hotplate and 


the insulating 




layer) . 






3.1. The subject matter of Claim 1 differs from Dl in that 




the intermediate layer is a thermally injected layer made 




of an electrically conductive ceramic. 






The subject matter of Claim 1 is therefore novel. 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP 02/01751 



3.2. As regards inventive step, the distinguishing feature 
improves the stability of the entire system (the 
coefficient of expansion of the materials used is similar 
to that of the hotplate) and ensures the requisite 
dielectric strength. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention is 
therefore understood to be that of designing a ceramic hob 
with improved operating safety and long-term resistance in 
rough everyday operation. 

The search report citations contain no hints whatsoever 
that could suggest the claimed construction. 

The subject matter of independent Claim 1 therefore 
complies with the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) 
and ( 3 ) . 

4. The dependent claims are dependent on Claim 1 and 
therefore likewise meet the requirements of the PCT with 
regard to novelty and inventive step (PCT Article 33(2) 
and (3) ) . 

5. The industrial applicability of the subjects of Claims 1 
to 9 is beyond doubt. Consequently, Claims 1 to 9 also 
comply with the requirements of PCT Article 33(4) . 
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